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Immigration attorney 
Shahid Haque is working to 
build his father’s America

Gina Bongiovi brings 
dogs in need into her pack
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EXHIBITS

A Few Things  
We Came Across

Raising the Bar
Getting lawyers to Wyoming—and keeping them there—is no 
easy feat. The problem is twofold, according to immediate past 
Bar President Christopher Hawks. First is attracting students 
to the University of Wyoming for law school. “They have a good 
law school and a reasonable tuition rate,” says the Jackson 
real estate attorney. Second, and most importantly, is keeping 
graduates in the state. “Getting them to lay down roots and 
establish a practice in these communities where there really is a 
legal desert, I think that really is one of the biggest issues facing 
the Bar,” he says. 

Though the Wyoming Bar is mandatory, its small membership 
and wide area can make it difficult for attorneys to connect. 
“We don’t have as much participation from members around 
the state as I would like to have,” he says. Hawks himself was 
actively seeking a way to get more involved with the Wyoming 
law community in 2010. He started with the Board of Law 
Examiners, then served on the testing task force for the NextGen 
bar exam, and as part of the Board of Professional Responsibility 
and the Uniform Bar Examination, Multistate Essay and 
Multistate Performance exams, and technology committees for 
the National Conference of Bar Examiners. 

For attorneys also looking to get involved, Hawks 
recommends members:
 • Attend meetings virtually. “Because of our geographical 

diversity, the easiest way to get involved is to attend  
meetings virtually if you don’t want to drive and be in  
person,” Hawks says. 

 • Serve on committees. “Whether it’s the CLE Committee, 
or the Editorial Committee, or the Board of Professional 
Responsibility, or the Board of Law Examiners,” Hawks says. 

Have an idea for next year’s issue?
Email rebecca.mariscal@tr.com

In Court and On It
Boise bankruptcy attorney J.B. Evans has coached YMCA 
basketball off and on for the last 25 years, but his current team, 
which includes his 10-year-old daughter and her friends, is one 
of his favorites. 

“It’s a tremendous opportunity every time you coach a group 
of kids to help them with values. It’s YMCA basketball, so my 
values are not really competitive values. They’re just learning the 
sport and teamwork and being positive with one another,” says 
the Dorsey & Whitney attorney. “And most importantly for kids 
this age, having fun.” 

He’s had fun seeing their growth over the years. “My wife 
played soccer in college, and I of course liked basketball. We 
had the daughters, and secretly, we never push anything, but 
we’re always hoping that the children will end up liking our 
sport. So I of course was thrilled that my 10-year-old has been 
into basketball,” he says.

Evans even made the team at the College of Idaho, but 
his dean advised him against joining. “He’s like, ‘That’s really 
great you made the team. But your job is to go and be a really 
great student. So we think you should focus on that instead of 
warming the bench,’” he remembers. “The dean was right.” 

Evans still plays occasionally, but he says, “most of my 
basketball now takes place practicing with the girls.”

PRACTICE SESSION

The America His Father 
Believed In
Shahid Haque’s fight for a more equitable 
Montana for immigrants BY AMY WHITE

In 2008, Shahid Haque did something that 
many might not have expected—he opened 
an immigration firm ... in Montana. “There was 
no one specializing in immigration in Montana 
at the time, and it is worth noting that 
Montana has some of the fewest numbers of 
immigrants per state capita in the country,” 
says Haque, founder of Border Crossing Law 
Firm. “But I felt there was a need.” 

His first experience in the practice area 
was as a student at Chicago-Kent College 
of Law, he worked asylum cases after an 
overloaded docket caused problems. “There 
were so many people arriving at O’Hare 
seeking asylum that law students were 
being asked to pitch in,” he says. “I thought 
it was rewarding work, and I noticed how 
much it made a difference for these asylum 
applicants to actually have an attorney help 
tell their stories.”

Telling those stories is important 
to Haque, who is the son of Pakistani 

immigrants. His father, who grew up in a 
rural village, was one of few in the region 
to go to medical school in the U.K. before 
obtaining a visa to come to the U.S. in the 
mid-’70s. “He was a big believer in Reagan-
era politics, the idea that we are a melting 
pot, and that immigration was improving 
the country,” Haque says. “We’ve lost sight 
of that, but my dad really believed in a land 
of opportunity where people of all races and 
cultures come together.”

After working in large law, Haque kept 
an active pro bono asylum practice, but 
the bulk of his work wasn’t fulfilling. “In 
other areas of law, you’re representing 
companies or clients who sometimes you 
may not believe in their cause, or you may 
not be emotionally connected to it,” he 
says. “But with immigration, you’re helping 
people find safety or security in the 
United States; you’re helping somebody 
establish a life.”

Or you’re establishing state law—twice. 
“I’m always monitoring what’s happening 

at the Legislature,” Haque says. “And even 
though immigration is not a problem in 
Montana, certain segments of the Legislature 
have always been focused on the issue.”

LR-121, Haque says, was a bill the state 
wanted to put on the ballot that would 
deny state services to “illegal aliens.” “They 
actually used that language. I was testifying 
against it and pointing out all the problems 
with it, but they passed it anyway,” he says. 
“There were just so many problems with this 
bill, but the biggest is that the state was not 
equipped to determine who was or was not 
an ‘illegal alien’, as they put it. You can’t just 
ignore the complexities of immigration law.”

To challenge the bill, Haque asked former 
clients to submit affidavits to the court 
describing their cases; more than a dozen 
agreed. “I think the judge thought I’d have 
a very ambiguous case,” he says. “But we 
were able to show that the state couldn’t 
accurately determine who was or wasn’t 
‘illegal.’ I had clients who had entered 
illegally, and the state declared, ‘If you 
entered illegally, you’re an illegal alien.’ But 
I was able to show that clients who entered 
illegally now had green cards. So does 
entering illegally make you ineligible? By any 
definition they tried to use, none would work 
because it’s possible, through our complex 
immigration system, for somebody to have 
a form of valid legal status. The state was 
delving into federal territory that it had no 
business delving into.” 

Haque won on summary judgment, the 
state court appealed, and the Montana 
Supreme Court unanimously affirmed that 
the bill was unconstitutional. “They’ve never 
tried it again,” Haque says. “I feel pretty 
good about the difference that made. That 
law would still be on the books, causing 
confusion and problems for all immigrants in 
the state; instead, it’s been stricken.”

In 2013, Haque took on the Montana 
Highway Patrol, which was, according to 
clients, pulling drivers over for speeding 
but then interrogating them about their 
immigration status. 

“As a highway patrol officer, you have 
the authority to stop somebody for a crime 
if you believe a crime is being committed, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Left: Haque was in the studio for a Missoula, 
Montana radio program about immigration 
issues in the state. 

Shahid Haque 
Border Crossing Law Firm; Immigration; Helena, 
Montana
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PRACTICE SESSION

and then to hold them for as long as 
necessary to resolve the crime for which you 
stopped them,” Haque says. “It’s a Fourth 
Amendment issue where you can’t hold 
somebody longer than necessary for you to 
resolve whatever crime it is that you think 
they’ve committed. Being out of status is 
not a crime that highway patrol officers can 
enforce. They were brazenly violating the 
law.” Haque brought a class action on behalf 
of Latinos in the state. “The state fought 
us pretty hard, but we continued forward,” 
he says. “And in the course of discovery, we 
got hundreds of hours of camera footage of 
these stops, and it was really overwhelming.”

Sensing a probable defeat, the state 
made a settlement offer that included a 
new chapter added to the state patrol’s 
handbook, which Haque helped draft and 
edit. “These flagrant Fourth Amendment 
violations have stopped,” he says. Montana 
is one of a few states with a clear policy 
prohibiting such conduct. 

Currently Haque has about 100 open 
cases, including helping a number of 
Afghani refugees after the fall of Kabul 
and rise of Taliban rule in 2021. He’s also 
bracing for a turbulent election cycle. “I’m 
preparing for an increase in the number of 
clients who are in removal and deportation 
proceedings,” he says. “I’m guessing laws 
will become more restrictive and that we’re 
going to be in the trenches fighting it out.”

But he’s noticed that people are often 
against immigration in the abstract only. 
“They’re against some unknown enemy 
they’re told exists,” he says. “But once they 
actually meet somebody, things change. 
I have farmers and ranchers as red as you 
can get who call me and want to talk about 
how we can help somebody through the 
immigration system because they know this 
person to be a hardworking, honest family 
man of good character. And what they’re 
surprised to learn is that oftentimes, there’s 
no good pathway to help because our 
immigration system doesn’t have an option. 

PRACTICE SESSION CONT’D FROM PAGE 7

I’d like us to get back to the real issue: Why 
are our immigration laws so restrictive? Why 
can’t we pass reform so that we can actually 
help people who would be a benefit to our 
country? I’d love to see the United States my 
father believed in.” s

Shahid Haque in front of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
Northwest Detention Center. 

GOOD WORKS

GOOD WORKS

Part of Her Pack
Gina Bongiovi helps animals and the organizations 
that save them BY HANNAH BLACK

Gina Bongiovi 
Bongiovi Law Firm; 
Business & Corporate; 
Las Vegas

Gina Bongiovi describes herself as “Velcro 
for stray animals.”

While living in a home next to a Las 
Vegas park during the late 2000s housing 
crisis, Bongiovi, a Las Vegas native 
and business attorney, found herself 
unexpectedly caring for up to seven dogs 
at once. “People were driving their dogs to 
the edge of the city and dumping them in 
the desert,” she says. For those who were 
abandoned, she “ended up perfecting a 
very specific system of reuniting lost pets 
with their owners,” but there were dogs 
whose owners weren’t looking for them. 

If a lost dog’s previous owner could not 
be located or no longer wanted their dog, 
it found a permanent home with her. Upon 
finding a new stray, Bongiovi began the 
process of helping the dog assimilate into 
her existing pack. At first, “everybody’s 
feathers are a little ruffled,” but the dogs 
would always learn to be comfortable with 
one another. 

Bongiovi’s love of animals started early. 
While growing up as an only child, she felt 
sustained and uplifted by her connection 
with the animals around her. This began with 
a black Labrador retriever named Primo, 

who came to her family before she was born. 
After Primo came other dogs, plus several 
birds, rabbits and hamsters. (Bongiovi was 
sad to discover as a child that she is allergic 
to cats.) “I really leaned on my relationship 
with animals to create some consistency 
and stability in what was otherwise a really 
chaotic household,” Bongiovi says.

Bongiovi has provided pro bono legal 
counsel to several animal rescues in the Las 
Vegas area, from large operations to one-
person shops. Among these is The Churchill 
Foundation, an all-breed rescue Bongiovi 
says grew from one woman’s passion 
for rehabilitating pit bulls with difficult 
behavioral issues. 

Anyone wishing to start a nonprofit is 
likely to have plenty of passion and subject 
matter expertise, but they don’t always know 
the legal ins and outs of launching and 
maintaining such an organization. That is 
where Bongiovi’s services come in. She helps 
rescues organize, receive tax exempt status 
from the IRS, and write governing documents 
like bylaws or conflict of interest policies.

In Bongiovi’s opinion, running a nonprofit 
organization—especially an animal rescue—
is more difficult than running a for-profit 
company because of the “next-level” devotion 
of directors, employees and volunteers. 
“Sometimes their passion for and their love 
for animals clouds their critical thinking when 
it comes to things like governance,” she says. 
In these cases, her role might be to ensure 
a board gets policies in writing and that 
volunteers sign off on them.

One organization close to Bongiovi’s heart 
was Vegas Shepherd Rescue, which she 
became involved with around the time of 
its founding in 2012. Having had a German 
shepherd named Thora as a child, she was 
more than happy to help them get off the 
ground. Although the rescue shut down in 
2023, dogs involved with the organization 
continued to be rehomed through a 
partnership with the Nevada SPCA, along 
with the support of certified trainers and the 
Vegas Valley Schutzhund Club, according 
to the rescue’s Facebook page. One of the 

founders, Shari Dale, has continued her work 
through Shari’s Shepherd Sanctuary.

Many people are intimidated by German 
shepherds—sometimes for good reason, 
Bongiovi says. But an adoptable dog’s 
behavior isn’t just a product of its breed 
or genetics. When she began working 
with rescues, Bongiovi learned that dogs 
may experience kennel aggression, in 
which an animal lashes out because of 
sensory overload while in a shelter or 
boarding environment.

Bongiovi compares a dog being in a noisy, 
unfamiliar, stressful shelter environment 
to herself, an introvert, being forced to 
spend time in a nightclub. “People would 
characterize that animal as unadoptable, 
but you get him into an environment that’s 
much more calm and quiet and serene—
perfect animal,” she says.

These days, Bongiovi’s pack is small. She 
currently shares her home with two dogs: 
Rigby, a 9-year-old English bull terrier; and 
Archer, a 6-year-old pit bull-husky mix.

And she remains motivated by knowing she 
is quite literally giving a voice to the voiceless.

“I wish they could, but they can’t talk. 
They can’t express what’s wrong with them, 

what’s hurting them,” she says. “So it’s just 
trying to have compassion for those who 
don’t get a choice in the situations they find 
themselves in.” s

GOOD WORKS CONT’D FROM PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Gina Bongiovi currently has two dogs in 
her pack: Rigby, left, and Archer. 

At the peak of her rescue 
days, Bongiovi had seven 
dogs at once. Pictured here 
is the full pack at that time. 

sexual abuse of a minor. When the man’s conviction was overturned 
by the Utah Court of Appeals, Reymann convinced a trial judge to 
issue an affirmative declaration of innocence, which exonerated the 
man and allowed for some degree of compensation for his seven 
years behind bars, though the case is on appeal. 

“One of the highest callings an attorney can have is to help the 
justice system function properly, and when there are mistakes made, 
to correct them,” Reymann says. “I’ve always felt that we have an 
obligation, as lawyers, to help people who need help and can’t afford 
a lawyer of their own.”

DESPITE THE SERIOUS, high-stakes nature of Reymann’s 
cases, now and then a more lighthearted one comes along. When 
Nightcrawler, a crime thriller starring Jake Gyllenhaal, came out 
in 2014, a Utah filmmaker sued for copyright infringement. For 
four years, Reymann and his team defended a handful of movie 
companies involved in the production, and the case was dismissed 
a week before trial. “It was a lot of fun because we got sort of this 
window into some Hollywood stuff,” he says. “There were some 
famous people involved, and it was like the glitterati, being able to go 
out and spend some time with people that normally would never be 
involved in litigation in Utah. Our expert was the guy who wrote Back 
to the Future, that kind of stuff.”

Though he has a busy schedule, Reymann takes great pains to 
make time to mentor young lawyers at his firm. “He will sit down 
with an associate and walk them through his entire redline of their 
draft brief,” Hunt says. “That takes time, but it pays huge dividends in 
terms of training and development.”

“It takes commitment,” Reymann says. “I’ve always felt like you’re 
making an investment that hopefully [causes] the person to stick 
around long-term. … The hope is that they will make your job easier 
down the road, but that’s never the case at the start.”

He also shares his craft as an adjunct professor at the University 
of Utah’s S.J. Quinney College of Law. “We are fundamentally 
storytellers, and most of persuasive writing is telling a story. When 
you get a case in, you have to figure out where that narrative is and 
figure out what the case is about,” he says. “I tell my students, ‘If 
you can’t explain that to your friend or spouse or whoever, especially 
a nonlawyer, in a couple minutes, then you haven’t figured out what 
the case is about.’ It’s a process of just sort of sifting away the chaff 
from the wheat.”

Championing the First Amendment, no matter the context or 
details, has become more critical than ever, he insists. “The way that 
Donald Trump spoke about the news media has had such lasting 
damage. It’s not just him, but he was certainly a significant part of it, 
in undermining public confidence in what people have to say, what 
the news media reports. There’s been a loss of trust, unjustifiably, 
and it’s been dangerous. 

“We just finished a legislative session here,” Reymann adds. “Jeff 
and I do a lot of lobbying on these issues for legislation, and this 
was probably the most hostile legislative session toward the news 
media that I have seen. … People forget that this is one of the only 
private jobs that’s set out in the Constitution. Journalists serve an 
incredibly valuable role, no matter what the subject matter is, of 
being a surrogate for the public to be able to observe what they 
can’t observe.” s

The Religion of Food
For David Reymann, the “real” Southern 
dishes he ate as a child in Alabama can’t be 
beat. “There’s a hodgepodge of stuff here, 
and there are some very good restaurants, 
but they come from all over the place,” 
Reymann notes. “There’s not the sort of 
steeped culture around food that there is 
in the South, because food in the South 
is basically a religion for a lot of people—
besides religion and football.”

To assuage his hunger for comfort food, 
he cooks it at home: collard greens, baby 
back ribs, black-eyed peas and the dish he 
says he would choose as his last on death 
row, fried chicken. “I still love Alabama white 
chicken, even though it sounds gross to 
people who’ve never had it before,” he says. 
“Alabama white sauce is mostly mayonnaise, 
and vinegar with some cayenne and stuff. 
You brush it on grilled chicken after it comes 
off the grill, and it’s delicious.”
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