je more serious issues of abuse that should be their

Feature

| Domestic Violence

rs back, a female client of mine was strangled in
were called to the scene. The male abuser was
er/family member assault. Although they had
for many years, and she had no impediment to
en card through marriage, the husband refused to
ugh with a petition. He had not held a job for years,
had forced his spouse to purchase a fake green card to
mployment to support both him and their children.
or his conviction, he “tipped” immigration authorities
yas undocumented and had a fake green card.
tion authorities took the bait. They launched an
on and a few months after the abusive spouse’s tip,
ne’s immigration status as a constant threat. This type ested my client, taken her into custody, and issued
itrol is possible because our immigration system pro- rder of deportation against her. They apparently did
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e. If an abusive spouse
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U.S. Itis a difficult form of relief to win due to its high burden
Ofpr‘oof, However, we recently won asylum for a woman from
Mex:co who fled the country to escape her husband’s severe
leencc and cruelty. We were able to demonstrate that she was
viewed as the property of her husband, that she had reported
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‘Mail Order Brides’?

Sometimes, we hear of immigrant victims of domestic
violence referred to as “mail order brides.” Except in the rarest
instances, the term is really a misnomer, as it is not representa-
tive of most relationships or the manner in which most im-
migrant spouses came to the United States. In addition, it has
some offensive and sexist undertones, First, it implies that the
legal burden to get a visa for a spouse is easy. That is certainly
not true, as one who goes through normal immigration chan-
nels to obtain entry on a fiancé(e) or marriage visa has to prove
a genuine relationship, and this can often be difficult. In our
practice, we have often dealt with legitimate marriage petitions
that get wrongly denied because they don’t fit into traditional
stereotypes.

The term also implies that the women who enter the U.S. as
immigrants are complicit in wanting to enter into fake marriag-
es just for the visa. In my experience, the immigrant spouse has
typically wanted to enter into a genuine and legitimate relation-
ship, but the relationship ends because of abuse or misconduct
by the U.S. citizen.

While there are instances in which women have literally
posed in magazines, been trafficked into the country, and
ultimately sold into marriage, the broad usage of the term goes
much farther than this limited scenario. Language is important
because it shapes perspective and policy. The term is currently
being used to malign legitimate relationships that may appear
“suspicious” to someone based on their own preconceived
ideas, but is actually just a form of stereotyping. Therefore,
encourage readers to either limit the term to the small instances
where it would be correct, or simply stop using the term.

Concluding Thoughts

If you are interested in helping immigrant victims of do-
mestic abuse, opportunities are often available to assist. Please
feel free to contact me (Shahid@bordercrossinglaw.com) or any
number of excellent advocates for victims of abuse, includ-
ing Brandi Ries (office@rubinrieslaw.com) or Hilly McGahan
(hilly@safeharbormt.org). We hope to create a list of volunteer
attorneys we can turn to for assistance with these important

casces.

Shahid Haque-Hausrath is an immigration attorney and
founder of the Border Crossing Law Firm, P.C., and also serves as
president of the Montana Immigrant Justice Alliance, a nonprofit
group advocating for the rights of immigrants. He will be teaching
immigration law at the University of Montana School of Law start-
ing in the fall semester.
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